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1. DECISION TITLE Festivals & Events Budget 

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST None 

3. DATE OF DECISION 29 June 2026 
4. DECISION MAKER City Mayor 
5. DECISION TAKEN 

 

To approve: 
• A permanent increase of £105,000 to 

the Arts & Museum budget ceiling, to 
support festivals across the City. This 
will be funded from the budget strategy 
reserve in 2026/27 and will be 
permanently added to the budget ceiling 
for Arts & Museums within future budget 
strategies. 

• One-off funding of £10k to fund a 
rebranding of Leicester Riverside 
Festival to be funded from the budget 
strategy reserve. 

 
6. REASON FOR DECISION 

 
 
 

By investing in high-quality, inclusive and 
environmentally responsible festivals and 
events, Leicester City Council enables 
organisations to co-design and deliver 
vibrant cultural activity that animates the 
city, brings people together, and attracts 
visitors. This leads to increased 
participation, improved wellbeing and pride, 
stronger community connections, economic 
benefit, and a more sustainable, distinctive 
cultural identity for Leicester. 
 
Recognising the financial pressures facing 
many households, the Council is committed 
to ensuring that cost is not a barrier to 
participation in cultural life. Increased 
investment will enable more affordable and 
accessible opportunities for families, young 
people and communities across Leicester to 
engage with high-quality cultural 
experiences, celebrate shared identities and 
traditions, and participate in civic life. 
 
The increase in the festivals budget reflects 
the Council’s commitment to delivering a 
more balanced, inclusive and strategically 
aligned programme of cultural activity across 



RECORD OF DECISION BY CITY MAYOR OR INDIVIDUAL 
EXECUTIVE MEMBER 

 

 

the city. Additional investment enables 
support for a broader range of established, 
large-scale, culturally significant and 
community-led events that celebrate 
Leicester’s diversity and heritage, 
strengthen community cohesion and civic 
pride, and create opportunities for 
participation across a wide range of 
communities and age groups.  
 

7. a) KEY DECISION Y/N? 
b) If yes, was it published 5 clear 

days in advance? y/n 

a) No 
 

b) n/a 

8. OPTIONS CONSIDERED To limit funding support would reduce the 
ability of the council to support a wide range 
of festivals and events that animate the city, 
promote social cohesion, enhances 
wellbeing and civic pride and supports local 
businesses and wider economic impact. 
 

9.  DEADLINE FOR CALL-IN 
• 5 Members of a Scrutiny Commission 

or any 5 Councillors can ask for the 
decision to be called-in. 

 
• Notification of Call-In with reasons 

must be made to the Monitoring 
Officer 

6 July 2026 

10. SIGNATURE OF DECISION MAKER 
(City Mayor or where delegated by the 
City Mayor, name of Executive Member) 

 
 


